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Background information: 

This partnership originally started when the NRCS had Technical Service Provider (TSP) funding 
within Arizona that the NRCD’s could apply for.  The first agreement, signed between the SCNRCD 
and NRCS, was in 2007.  The Santa Cruz NRCD, as part of their agreement with NRCS, would host 
technical workshops and assist the NRCS with their vegetation monitoring workload by reading 
transects within the District and providing them with the data that was collected.  In 2007, 7 
transects were recorded as being read.  In 2008 a 5 year agreement between the SCRNCD and NRCS 
was signed in which every year 20 transects would be read, 4 workshops would be held, quarterly 
newsletters published along with promoting other outreach.  This TSP agreement was completed in 
2012.  Since then the SCNRCD has taken the initiative to continue this monitoring effort by hiring a 
vegetation specialist to read transects each year.  Starting in 2008, Jim Koweek has been assisting 
the SCRNCD and the NRCS collect monitoring data within the SCNRCD.    

In the early fall of each year the SCNRCD reaches out to the NRCS’ Tucson Field Office to receive a 
list of transects within the District that they could use assistance with.  This has freed up valuable 
time for the NRCS staff to conduct conservation planning activities to enhance our services in the 
area as well as helping to ensure there is a continuation of data sets collected on these long 
established transects.  Typically, the SCNRCD funds the reading of 20-25 transects per year.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

2022 Monitoring Season:  September 2022 – December 2022 

This monitoring season Jim completed monitoring on 20 transects.   

Monitoring completed in the Fall of 2022 

Ranch Date    Pasture or KA  

San Rafael 10/24    KA-2, KA-6 
Rose Tree 11/18, 11,23, 12/9 KA-3, KA-4, BA-2 
Schock 9/27   KA-1, KA-2 
Santa Fe 11/2    KA-1, KA-2 
Kunde 10/31   Flux C4 
Harshaw 10/31   Middle C3T2 
Vera Earl 12/19   KA-5, KA-6, KA-8 
Agua Caliente 11/28   KA-1       
Open Cross 10/18 & 10/19  Middle, North C5, Papago, Pinto T2,   
     S Mountain 
 
 
 
 

 
https://new.azwater.gov/drought/drought-status 

        



 

Amendment: 
See attached spreadsheets 
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Alisha Phipps 
Rangeland Management Specialist, NRCS Tucson Field Office  
alisha.phipps@usda.gov 
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